
 

 
https://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/  

 
Grants/Funding sources for Families with Children with Disabilities 

 
This is not an all-inclusive list. We add things to it as we become aware of them. If you 

are aware of resources that could be added to this list, please email them to Christy 
Moore at cmoore@ecacmail.org. 

 
General 

 
Red Treehouse.org - search by type of services needed, condition/disability and/or age 
group : 
https://www.redtreehouse.org/resources#search/view-resource-details/5fb6d6a78640b3
001c496c2b/  
 
Support Now - grants.supportnow.org Browse the largest, up-to-date collection of 
grants to fund families with financial needs of all sizes. 
 
United HealthCare Children's Foundation Grant: United Healthcare Children's 
Foundation - UHCCF 
 
First in Families: First In Families of North Carolina: Programs (fifnc.org) 
FIF NC can provide assistance if someone in the home is age 0-3 and at risk for 
developmental delay, age 4 has developmental delay, or age 5 and over has 
developmental disability diagnosis such as Autism, Down Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, 
Muscular Dystrophy, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Traumatic Brain Injury, Spina Bifida, 
Severe and Persistent Mental Illness, or Substance Use Disorder.  
 
Lifespan Respite Care Grant: Lifespan Respite | High Country Area Agency on Aging 
(highcountryaging.org) 
 
Robert Miller Children’s Fund:  
https://cfgaston.org/receive/explore-grants/roberts-miller-childrens-fund 
 A caring fund to provide assistance to any child in North Carolina under the age of 18 
with serious medical/dental or related needs that cannot financially afford the service. 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Kiddos’ Clubhouse Foundation - http://www.kiddosclubhousefoundation.org/  is a 
501(c)(3) organization that provides scholarships to families who are not able to pay for 
therapeutic services for their children with special needs. The organization also provides 
public education about disabilities and supports other nonprofit organizations associated 
with children with special needs 
 
Accessia Health - https://accessiahealth.org/financial-assistance/ - Our programs 
provide financial assistance with copays, health insurance premiums, travel costs, and 
other medical expenses 
 
Patient Advocate Foundation Copay Relief - https://copays.org/patients-family/  
We provide direct payment for co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles for patients who 
need financial assistance. 
 
The PAN Foundation’s mission is to accelerate access to affordable, equitable 
healthcare through financial assistance, advocacy, and education. Through our 
charitable assistance programs, advocacy efforts, and education initiatives, we remove 
barriers to treatment, champion policies that expand access to care, and help improve 
health outcomes for thousands of people each year—across a broad range of health 
conditions. 
https://www.panfoundation.org/apply-and-manage-grants/applying-for-grants/  

 
Autism Specific 

 
Autism Strong - https://autismstrong.org/apply/   
 
Autism Speaks - https://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-grants-families  
 
Golden Care Therapy - list of grants: Autism Grants - Golden Care 
(goldencaretherapy.com) 
 
Channing’s Joy - assistance for therapy bills, AAC devices, and other services: 
https://www.channingsjoy.com/pages/apply-for-funds  
 
Autism Care Today - https://www.act-today.org/apply-for-grant/ ACT Today SOS 
program is committed to supporting the immediate needs of those impacted by autism. 
The funding is provided to help families’ access effective treatments. 
 
TACA - https://tacanow.org/what-we-do/scholarships/?sfnsn=mo  
 

Medically Complex 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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CMC - Parker Lee Project - https://www.theparkerleeproject.org/supplies.html  
 
Oracle Health Foundation - https://www.oraclehealthfoundation.org/request-a-grant  
 
Giving Angels Foundation -  Apply For Help (givingangelsfoundation.org) 

My Gym Foundation -https://www.mygymfoundation.org/apply-for-a-gift/  

Aubrey Rose Foundation - https://aubreyrose.org/financial-assistance-for-families/ For 
Kids with a life threatening Medical condition:  

 
Vision / Eye Glasses 

 
VISION NC (formerly Vision USA) provides free eye exams to low-income, uninsured 
individuals in North Carolina. Eye exams are provided by North Carolina Optometric 
Society member optometrists who have agreed to give their time and services to help 
those in need. If you need an eye exam, do not have insurance, and cannot afford one, 
work with your social worker, case worker, charitable organization, or agency to submit 
an application on your behalf for VISION NC services. Link: 
https://www.nceyes.org/vision-nc.   At the bottom of the page are two organizations that 
provide free eyeglasses. 
  
Eyes of Hope (through VSP) 
-provides gift certificates with coverage for a comprehensive eye exam and a complete 
pair of prescription glasses with single vision or lined multifocal lenses for individuals 
who can’t access or afford vision care. Contact Prevent Blindness at 1-800-331-2020 
and let them know you’re in need of vision care through the Eyes of Hope Program. 
Link: https://vspvision.com/eyes-of-hope/get-help.html#noCost. 
  
 

 Deaf / Blind Resources: 
 
iCanConnect provides free equipment and training for people with both significant 
hearing and vision loss who meet the program’s disability and income eligibility 
guidelines. Homepage - iCanConnect 
 

Speech therapy 

 Nationwide Resources: 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Orange Effect Foundation – OEF’s mission is to make sure children with speech 
disorders receive the speech therapy and technology equipment they need…especially 
when the children’s family doesn’t have the financial means. 

Rite Care Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program (SRCLP) – Have clinics in 
various parts of the United States and provide diagnostic evaluations and treatment of 
speech and language disorders as well as learning disabilities. Depending on the area 
there is a waitlist or income requirements. 

Small Steps in Speech – provides grants on behalf of children with speech and 
language disorders for therapies, treatments, communicative devices, and other 
services aimed at improving their communication skills. 

Genetic Testing 

Financial Assistance Program: Increasing Accessibility to High-Quality Genetic Testing 

in the United States - Blueprint Genetics 

Probably Genetic: https://www.probablygenetic.com/?sfnsn=mo  

GeneDx Provider Billing Options 

Relief from hospital Bills  

Get Relief from Hospital Bills – Dollar For  

TRANSPORTATION AND MEDICAL TRAVEL HELP 

​​ Air Care Alliance organizes information on more than 60 different programs with 
volunteer pilots who help people with disabilities or special health-care needs. 
You can apply to them all at once on the website. 

​​  
​​ Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation offers assistance for travel related to cancer 

treatment for children and young adults under 21. 
​​  
​​ Children’s Flight of Hope, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that gives children with 

critical medical needs free air transportation to and from a medical facility, if they 
are going for treatment. 

​​  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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​​ Corporate Angel Network arranges free plane transportation for cancer patients 
and bone marrow donors going to or from recognized cancer treatment centers. 

​​  
​​ Lifeline Pilots is a private nonprofit organization that gives people with medical 

and financial needs free air transportation on a private aircraft for health-care 
visits. 

​​  
​​ Mercy Medical Angels helps transport people in medical and financial crises by 

connecting them with people or organizations that give free or low-cost patient air 
transportation. 

​​  
​​ Miracle Flights for Kids gives free medical transportation by air to families who 

need necessary medical treatment out of their home state. 
​​  
​​ The National Children's Cancer Society provides the financial assistance needed 

to ensure a child with cancer gets the treatment they need – whether it is across 
town or across the country. 

​​  
​​ National Patient Travel Center connects families to air medical transportation for 

children who need to see out-of-area specialists. 
​​  
​​ Operation Liftoff will provide air travel for a child younger than 18 years old and 1 

parent. Any child 3 to 18 years old who has a life-threatening illness and has not 
received a wish trip from another organization can apply to get a dream trip too. 

SUPPORT FOR SPECIFIC MEDICAL CONDITIONS 

​​ Association of Blind Citizens Assistive Technology Fund offers grants for 
assistive technology and software for individuals with visual impairments. 

​​  
​​ American Council of the Blind offers scholarships for college or job training 

programs, and sometimes offers grants for assistive technology for people who 
have vision impairments. 

​​  
​​ Sight for Students offers free vision exams and glasses. If you meet Sight for 

Students’ income rules, you can talk to your child’s school or another 
participating community organization to get a voucher for an exam and glasses. 

​​  
​​ Leukemia and Lymphoma Society offers help paying for medical insurance 

premiums and co-payments for people who have certain kinds of cancer. 
​​  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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​​ Muscular Dystrophy Association offers services and support to children with 
muscular dystrophy. 

​​  
​​ Alyssa V. Phillips Foundation supports individuals with Cerebral Palsy (CP) with a 

focus on assisting children with CP, their families, or any individual impacted by 
CP in maximizing independence. 

​​  
​​ Family Reach is a national organization dedicated to eradicating the financial 

barriers that accompany a cancer diagnosis. 
​​  
​​ Gwendolyn Strong Foundation The Gwendolyn Strong Foundation's "SMA 

Community Grants" program will make financial grant contributions toward 
uncovered, tangible expenses associated with the challenges of Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy. While we can't fund projects in their entirety, we can help families reach 
their fundraising goals and hopefully feel less stress in getting their child or 
themselves what they need so they can live life to the fullest. 

​​  
​​ The HIKE Fund works with families who qualify to provide devices for children 

with hearing loss from newborn age up to twenty years old. 
​​  
​​ Holton’s Heroes provides support, information, and rehabilitative devices for 

children and their families affected by a post-birth brain injury. 
​​  
​​ The Kelly Brush Foundation inspires and empowers people with spinal cord 

injuries to lead active and engaged lives. 
​​  
​​ The LGS Foundation's mission is to improve the lives of individuals affected by 

Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome (LGS) through research, family support programs, 
and educationThe McLindon Family Foundation. 

​​  
​​ Miracle Ear Foundation helps to provide hearing aids and other assistive 

technology devices to individuals who will benefit from them. 
​​  
​​ Molly Bear Foundation aims to provide supplemental financial assistance to 

families raising children with Trisomy 18. 
​​  
​​ Small Steps in Speech provides grants on behalf of children with speech and 

language disorders for therapies, treatments, communicative devices, and other 
services. 

​​  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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​​ VSP “Global Sight for Students” Program the Vision Sight Plan gift certificate 
programs ensure that adults and children in need, including those affected by 
disaster, have access to quality eye care and new glasses at no cost. 

​​  
​​ The National Gaucher Foundation - CARE Program provides financial assistance 

for people with Gaucher disease and their families through the CARE and 
CARE+ Programs. 

 
 
 
Financial Assistance For Patients With Rare Diseases | NORD 
We provide patient assistance programs to help individuals living with rare diseases: 

●​ Obtain medication 
●​ Receive financial help with insurance premiums and copays 
●​ Get diagnostic testing assistance 
●​ Receive travel assistance for clinical trials or consultation with disease specialists 
●​ Provide caregiver respite 
●​ Offer support during emergencies 
●​ Gain knowledge about rare diseases 
●​ Connect with other patient assistance programs 

Pediatric Brain Tumor:  
 
Keep Punching - https://www.keeppunching.org/  
 
The Glenn Garcelon Foundation - https://www.glenngarcelonfoundation.org/  
 
Mission 4 Maureen - https://mission4maureen.org/  
 
The Matthew Larson Foundation - https://ironmatt.org/  

Service Animals 

Paws for People - paws4people®️ trains and places Assistance Dogs, empowering 
users to transform their lives for a better tomorrow. We believe every person is 
deserving of priceless and well-deserved independence. 
https://paws4people.org/programs/  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Pawtism - Pawtism’s mission is to provide financial support to those planning to add an 
autism assistance dog to their family while also raising awareness of the immense 
potential these animals have to change lives. https://pawtism.org/  

 
Miscellaneous 

 
Medical Equipment resources:  
North Carolina State List: Medical Equipment and Disability Aids (carenorthcarolina.org) 
 
Assistive Technology - Assistive Technology Funding Resources | NCDHHS 
 
Unlocked Inc. - https://unlockedinc.org/application/ - We created unlocked with a 
mission to fund adaptive or medical equipment for families raising children with 
disabilities.  
 
Chive Charities - https://chivecharities.org/  - military families, rare disease, veterans, 
and first responders. 
 
Wheels for Hope - Our Mission & History - Wheels4Hope 
HOPE home renovations  
 
Vans / Transportation - Request a Wheelchair Van - MagicMobility Vans 
(specialkidsfund.org) 
 
Wheelchairs for Kids - https://wheelchairs4kids.org/  gives wheelchairs, vehicle and 

home modifications, and assistive devices to children and young adults up to age 21. 

Wheelchair accessible vans - (all of NC and SC) 
https://sharecharlotte.org/nonprofit/all-things-possible-medical-fundraising?mc_cid=274

68771c4&mc_eid=22d9f37e82  

Working Wheels - Asheville area - 
https://workingwheelswnc.org/vehicle-repair-program/  
 
The Mobility Resrouce - 
https://www.themobilityresource.com/financing-handicap-accessible-vehicles/state-grant
s/north-carolina-disability-grants/  
 
Operation Homefront - https://operationhomefront.org/critical-financial-assistance/  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Helps military families with overdue bills, repairs, or other critical family needs 
 
Modest Needs Grant - https://www.modestneeds.org/mn/for-applicants  
 
Free Charity Cars - https://freecharitycars.org/vehicle-request-form/  
 
Rebuilding Together - https://rebuildingtogether.org/find-your-local-affiliate  - Safe and 
Healthy Housing is the foundation of Rebuilding Together’s home repair work, targeting 
significant safety and health hazards based on the Eight Principles of Healthy Homes — 
keep it dry, clean, pest-free, safe, contaminant-free, well-ventilated, maintained and 
thermally controlled. 
 
Taxes:  
 
Free Tax Preparation Assistance - Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) - Sites 
offer free tax return preparation to individuals having low to moderate 
income. Call 1-800-906-9887 for a VITA site near you or visit 
https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/  
 
Tax Breaks for Parents of Children with Disabilities - 
https://www.kiplinger.com/taxes/tax-breaks-for-parents-of-children-with-disabilities#:~:te
xt=And%20while%20the%20IRS%20doesn,some%20of%20these%20tax%20breaks  
Tax Strategies for Parents of Children with Special Needs - 
https://tacanow.org/family-resources/tax-strategies-for-parents-of-kids-with-special-need
s/  
 
Living and Working with Disabilities - This publication presents basic information 
about existing tax credits and benefits that may be available to qualifying taxpayers with 
disabilities, parents of children with disabilities, and businesses or other entities wishing 
to accommodate persons with disabilities. https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p3966.pdf  
 
County Specific:  
 
Cleveland County Fund for Children & Adults with Disabilities, Inc. 
PO Box 1324; Shelby, NC 28151 
(704) 482-7344 
Provides emergency financial assistance to individuals and families living with a 
disability. A service of the Junior Charity League of Shelby in cooperation with United 
Way’s Information and Referral Center. 
 
Buncombe and surrounding counties - https://www.eblencharities.org/about/  
 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Mecklenburg County - https://crisisassistance.org/programs/basic-needs/  
 
Mecklenburg and surrounding counties - https://helpinghandscarolinas.org/ (housing 
and transportation resources)  
 
Kids with PossAbilites - Our mission is to provide funding for therapy, assistive 
technology and educational scholarships for children with developmental delays in the 
Greater Charlotte Area.   
 Kids with PossAbilities – Funding therapy, assistive technology and educational 
scholarships for children 
 

Organizations That Provide Experiences for Children With Special Health 
Care Needs 

 
Meg's Smile Foundation is a charitable organization that provides gifts and/or fun days 
to children affected by serious illnesses who are treated in North Carolina hospitals. Our 
mission is to bring smiles to the faces of these children and their families while they are 
going through what can be a very long and emotional journey. https://www.megsmile.org 
 
Make a Wish: 
Make-A-Wish® Central & Western North Carolina 
 
Make-A-Wish® Eastern North Carolina 
 
“A Kid Again Central Carolinas is a children’s charity based in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. We are honored to serve families who are raising children living with 
life-threatening conditions across North and South Carolina.” 
https://akidagain.org/chapter/centralcarolinas 

The Dream Factory - is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and the largest all-volunteer driven 
children’s wish-granting organization that does not limit its mission to children who have 
life-threatening illness. The organization believes children with chronic illnesses and 
disorders also suffer from substantial emotional and physical pain. 
https://www.dreamfactoryinc.org/find-a-chapter/  

Sunshine Foundation - Sunshine Foundation’s special dreams can be anything from a 
family trip, a shopping spree, or adaptive medical or therapeutic equipment!  Our 
dreamers have requested and received items such as above-ground swimming pools, 
outdoor play equipment, sensory rooms, and many other amazing dream items. 
https://sunshinefoundation.org/  

Tips for getting insurance to cover therapy 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Five Tips for Getting Insurance To Pay for Therapy - 
https://www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/2013/11/26/five-tips-for-getting-insurance-to-pay-for
-therapy  
 
Getting Insurance Companies to Pay for Children’s Therapies: 9 Hacks - 
https://www.lovethatmax.com/2016/02/insurance-payments-kids-with-special-needs.htm
l  
 
*University Students training to become SLPs or OTs may work with your child for a reduced 
cost in exchange for the experience.* 
 

Discount Programs for Equipment 
 

Wonderfold - https://www.wonderfoldwagon.com/pages/special-needs and WonderFold 
Cares – Wonderfold Wagon 
 
Larktale - Larktale Medical Discount Program for Children with with Disabilities 
 

Education Grants / Scholarships for K-12 
 

ESA+ Grant - https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/  
North Carolina’s Education Student Accounts (ESA+) program is available to meet the 
needs of students with disabilities. Funds may be used to pay tuition and fees for 
eligible private schools, and for expenses such as speech therapy, tutoring services, 
and educational technology. 

●​ $9,000 annual award; students with certain designated disabilities may be 
eligible to receive $17,000 a year 

●​ Families may choose from a variety of learning environments, including private 
schools, home schools, or co-enrollment 

●​ Eligibility based on documentation of a disability and other program requirement 

 
Opportunity Scholarship - https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/opportunity/  
 
Folds of Honor - https://foldsofhonor.org/scholarships/military-scholarships/  
 
HSLDA Homeschool Grants - https://hslda.org/explore/grants-for-homeschooling  

 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  
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Summer Camp Financial Assistance Programs:  

 
Triangle area -  
https://www.ymcatriangle.org/programs/financial-assistance-programs  
 
Greensboro - https://campweaver.org/financial-assistance/ 
 
Southeastern NC - 
https://www.ymcasenc.org/ymca-camp-kirkwood/financial-assistance-for-ymca-camp-kir
kwood/ 
 
Swain County - https://ymcacampwatia.org/about/financial-support  
 
Mooresville - 
https://www.mooresvillenc.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/programs_
__activities/program_financial_assistance.php 
 
Littleton NC (Halifax)  - https://campwillowrun.org/fund-financial-assistance/  
 
Charlotte - 
https://www.ymcacharlotte.org/camps/camp-thunderbird/overnight-camp/financial-aid 
 
Charlotte - 
https://www.summercampfund.org/#:~:text=The%20Summer%20Camp%20Fund%20w
as%20launched%20in%202009.,day%20camp%20experiences%20are%20funded.  
 
Charlotte - 
https://ctcharlotte.org/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOpar
am::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=49859879-17B6-42B1-AD0F-38BC889268D6#fin
ancial  
 
Charlotte - https://discoveryplace.org/learn/educational-programs/scholarships/  
 
Charlotte - https://summercamps.charlotte.edu/camps-on-campus/faq/  
 

Flex Funds / State Funds / Extra Benefits from MCOs 
*State funds are limited funds that can be used to provide services for people who do 
not have Medicaid. Different MCOs can have different policies and options around the 
use of these funds. You can call and ask your MCO if any state funded services are 
available to your child.* 
 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  

https://www.ymcatriangle.org/programs/financial-assistance-programs
https://campweaver.org/financial-assistance/
https://www.ymcasenc.org/ymca-camp-kirkwood/financial-assistance-for-ymca-camp-kirkwood/
https://www.ymcasenc.org/ymca-camp-kirkwood/financial-assistance-for-ymca-camp-kirkwood/
https://ymcacampwatia.org/about/financial-support
https://www.mooresvillenc.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/programs___activities/program_financial_assistance.php
https://www.mooresvillenc.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/programs___activities/program_financial_assistance.php
https://campwillowrun.org/fund-financial-assistance/
https://www.ymcacharlotte.org/camps/camp-thunderbird/overnight-camp/financial-aid
https://www.summercampfund.org/#:~:text=The%20Summer%20Camp%20Fund%20was%20launched%20in%202009.,day%20camp%20experiences%20are%20funded
https://www.summercampfund.org/#:~:text=The%20Summer%20Camp%20Fund%20was%20launched%20in%202009.,day%20camp%20experiences%20are%20funded
https://ctcharlotte.org/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=49859879-17B6-42B1-AD0F-38BC889268D6#financial
https://ctcharlotte.org/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=49859879-17B6-42B1-AD0F-38BC889268D6#financial
https://ctcharlotte.org/Online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=49859879-17B6-42B1-AD0F-38BC889268D6#financial
https://discoveryplace.org/learn/educational-programs/scholarships/
https://summercamps.charlotte.edu/camps-on-campus/faq/


Alliance: (Flex funds are only available in the Alliance catchment area)  
Flex Funds - https://www.alliancehealthplan.org/about/system-of-care-old/flex-funds/  
 
https://worktogethernc.com/service/alliance-health-flex-funds/  
 
State Funded Services - State-funded Recipients - Alliance Health 
 
Partners:  
State Funded Services - https://www.partnersbhm.org/tailoredplan/recipients/  
 
Trillium: 
Trillium Advantage -  https://www.trilliumhealthresources.org/trillium-advantage  
(must be in a tailored plan)  
 
Trillium Choose Independence: 
https://www.trilliumhealthresources.org/health-related-resources-needs/choose-indepen
dence  
 
State funded services - Member Benefit Plans | Service Definitions | Trillium Health 
Resources  
 
Vaya:  
State Funded Services - State-Funded Services | Vaya Health  
 
 
Healthy Opportunity Pilots:  
To be eligible for and receive Pilot services, NC Medicaid Managed Care members must 
live in a Pilot region and have at least one qualifying physical or behavioral health 
condition and one qualifying social risk factor, as defined by the Department and CMS. 
 
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/about/department-initiatives/healthy-opportunities/healthy-oppo
rtunities-pilots  

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) - www.ecacparent-center.org  

https://www.alliancehealthplan.org/about/system-of-care-old/flex-funds/
https://worktogethernc.com/service/alliance-health-flex-funds/
https://www.alliancehealthplan.org/recipients/
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https://www.trilliumhealthresources.org/health-related-resources-needs/choose-independence
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https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-10/nc-medicaid-reform-demo-attach-g-hop-eligibility-services-appvl-10202023.pdf
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